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BRIDGE 24/7

Bridge is played all over the world, so you can be sure that at every hour of the day that somewhere
people are indulging in their favourite sport. The technological advances of the last few years have
made it possible for many of those games to be relayed around the world by Bridge Base Online and
Our Game enabling you to follow your favourites from a distance, which sometimes involves thousands
of miles and several different time zones.

Now, thanks to the efforts of José Damiani, for the first time the awesome power of the Internet is
being harnessed to enable some of the world finest playing alongside leading personalities to compete
against each other across the planet without having to sit face-to face.

The four teams, located in Beijing, Turin & Seattle, are ready to bestride the planet bridge like Colos-
si and our task is to bring you the results, news and scores as well as the most brilliant and entertaining

deals.

De nobis fabula narratur

You can be sure, we will do our best to be worthy of the event.

WELCOME MESSAGE

José Damiani, Chairman

We have taken on a new challenge
The Yeh Online Bridge World Cup is a first!

[ put an event played throughout the world in real time on my agenda because I strongly believe that online
bridge will be a great part of our future and the future of our wonderful sport.

There are many reasons for this: It allows play at any time; it has a mix of people of different ages, gender,

race and religion; it allows young players to participate and brings the youth into the game. And it can become
a real show with the new technology that is improving and developing almost daily.

Having considered all that, I must admit it is not so easy to make it work! Apart from the technical difficulties
due to some different regulations and approaches we had to face different cultures, different ways of thinking
and new problems concerning security, caused by today's world, an issue we had to face in all three continents.
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I can assure all the bridge fans who will follow these matches
that the whole organizing committee worked night and day to
put this contest together and I am really proud of them. I am
sure that at the end of it I will be able to congratulate and be
in a position to express my gratitude to them all, although I
admit that I am still a little worried. I feel like an orchestra con-
ductor who, from time to time doesn't hear all the instruments
despite everyone's best efforts. So I will ask your understan-
ding if something goes wrong, as there is so much innovation
and we really have little concept of how it will work on the
day, despite all the planning and effort that has gone into it.

But for now, I would like you to join me in thanking the pla-
yers, champions and VIPs who have accepted our invitation
to this exciting tournament. For now I will mention just one or
two - the best friend of bridge Mr Chen Yeh without whom we could not have achieved this, Mr Bill Gates our

2 best ambassador for worldwide bridge, Mr Guo Jinlong who was the
host of the biggest World Mind Sports Games, Mr Giuseppe Lavazza
who is one of the strongest supporters of bridge that we have.

Good day, good after-
noon, good evening, good
night to all as we are run-
ning around the clock for
three days from Beijing to
Seattle through Turin in the
middle.

7 hours difference on one
side, 8 the other side, 15 in
total and still we will gather
altogether for the good of
bridge.

CHEN YEH

Jose

BILL GATES AND JOSE DAMIANI
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BELJING
Q OCT. 31 - 8.00 AM OCT. 31 - 3.00 PM
16 BOARDS

TURIN BELJING
OCT. 31 - 2.00 PM OCT. 31 - 9.00 PM
16 BOARDS

gc TURIN BELJING

OCT. 31 - 5.00 PM OCT. 31 - 0.00 AM
8 BOARDS

BridgeBase.com

T TURIN BELJING
BBO A OCT. 31 - 6.30 PM NOV.1 -1.30 AM
8 BOARDS

BELJIING
BBO\ | ZAVATLR | —

BridgeBase.com TORINO, ITALIA, 1895 24 BOARDS

TURIN BEIJING
: 6 NOV.1 -3 AM NOV.1 -10.00 AM
BridgeBase.com 16 BOARDS

TURIN BEIJING

tavAT1LR

TORINO, ITALIA,1895 BridgeBase.com

A NOV. 1 - 6 AM NOV.1 -1.00 PM

BridgeBase.com

8 BOARDS

‘n"Alln J NOV.1 - 10 AM NOV. 1 - 5.00 PM

TORINO, ITALIA,1895 16 BOARDS

BELJING
LAVATLN [ m——

TORINO, ITALIA,1895 16 BOARDS

TURIN BEIJING
NOV. 2 - 3 AM NOV. 2 - 10.00 AM
16 BOARDS

TURIN BEIJING
BBOL* Q NOV. 2 - 6 AM NOV. 2 - 1.00 PM

BridgeBase.
ridgeBase.com 16 BOARDS

BELJING
LAVATLR [ —

TORINO, ITALIA,1895 16 BOARDS

tavATIn - © v

TORINO, ITALIA, 1895
16 BOARDS

BridgeBase.com
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BBO\ | MEET THE TEAM

BridgeBase.com ‘ PLAYING FROM: SEATTLE
] SILVER CLOUD BROADWAY HOTEL

Bill Gates is co-chair of the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. In 1975, Bill Gates
founded Microsoft with Paul Allen, and led the company to become the worldwide
leader in business and personal software and services. In 2008, Bill transitioned to
Chairman to focus full-time on his foundation’s work to expand opportunity to the
world’s most disadvantaged people. Along with co-chair Melinda Gates, he leads
the foundation’s development of strategies and sets the overall direction of the orga-
nization. In 2010, Bill, Melinda, and Warren Buffett founded the Giving Pledge, an
effort to encourage the wealthiest families and individuals to publicly commit more
than half of their wealth to philanthropic causes and charitable organizations during
their lifetime or in their will. Gates is an avid Bridge player.

Sharon Osberg also lives in Seattle.

She grew up in New Jersey and began playing Bridge at 18. She received her
bachelor’s degree from Dickinson College in Pennsylvania and began her career as
a computer scientist, moving into systems management and then to general mana-
gement. As Executive Vice President in charge of online services for Wells Fargo
Bank, she had a very busy professional life, but she still managed to introduce a
number of well-known figures to Bridge.

She often played with the late Washington Post Publisher Katharine Graham and
she is now a regular partner to Bill Gates and Warren Buffett. In 1991 & 1993 she
was a member of the USA team that won the Venice Cup.

Fred Gitelman lives in Las Vegas, Nevada. He is the founder-manager of Bridge
Base Online, the world's most popular bridge-playing website.

Fred was born in Toronto, Ontario. He started playing Bridge at 18 and was im-
mediately captivated by the game. He was part of the National teams that brought
Canada on the podium of World events.

Bill Gates selected him as his personal Bridge coach.

Fred has always been into computer science. He started his BBO project in 2001
and this has probably been the best gift that the World Bridge community has recei-
ved ever since. Besides Bridge playing, BBO allows billions of people to watch the
top level matches via BBO's VuGraph.

In 2005, Fred was named Personality of the Year by the International Bridge Press Association.
In 2010 he was a member of the USA team that won the Rosenblum in Philadelphia.

4
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Sheri Winestock lives Las Vegas, Nevada, not a surprise when I tell you she is
married to Fred Gitelman.

She completed her Doctorate in the History and Philosophy of Psychology at
York University in Toronto. Sheri has worked full-time for BridgeBase Inc. since her
graduation, making a major contribution to the success of the company.

Apart from Bridge, she loves golf, downhill skiing, tennis, jigsaw puzzles, and
cryptic crossword puzzles.

She represented Canada in the 2000 Venice Cup and was a member of the USA
team that finished fourth in the World Mixed Teams Championship in Wroclaw
earlier this year.

Bob Hamman lives in Dallas, Texas and is considered to be the greatest player
of all time.

He grew up in Southern California. At an early age he started playing chess
and various card games. Before getting involved into Bridge, he played chess
at a high level. In 1957 he and 3 fellow students at UCLA won the Southern
California Open Team Chess Championship. Soon after he was introduced
to contract Bridge and immediately got hooked. He won his first major Natio-
nal Bridge championship in 1962. In 1969 he moved to Dallas and accep-
ted the invitation of Ira Corn to join the Dallas Aces, the American squad that
dominated the global Bridge scene and was financially supported by Corn.
Hamman'’s Law is one of Hamman'’s popular contributions to Bridge. The adage says, “If you have a bidding
decision to make, bid 3NT if it’s a plausible choice.”

He is married to Petra Hamman, former women’s World Champion Bridge player.

In 1986, Bob started the SCA Promotions, his own prize promotion company. The business began with a
five-person office. Today, SCA has 100 employees, $35 million in sales, and offices in Calgary, London and
Dallas. Bob says he doesn’t know why some ventures succeed and some fail. Still, it doesn’t hurt to love your
work, or to be smart and work hard.

When I played against Bob in the final of a team event in Brighton he cautioned his partner - 'Be careful - any
mistakes will be reported in the Bulletins'.

He is one of the select group of players to have won the triple crown - the Bermuda Bowl, the Olympiad and
the World Pairs Championship. Victory in the World Senior Teams Championship in Wroclaw in September
gave him his 30th medal in the World Championships.

dill Meyers lives in Santa Monica, California.

She started playing Bridge at 22 when she moved to Los Angeles with her sister.
At that time she was amazed as she had the opportunity to play at the local Club
with stars of the calibre of Paul Soloway, John Swanson, Richard Walsh, John
Mohan, Roger Bates & Mike Passell. She left Bridge whilst taking her degree at
the West Los Angeles School of Law and when working full time.

She has a huge talent and a strong personality. Besides Bridge, she loves movies,
music, travelling
and hiking.

She is Music
Consultant for Motion Picture, TV and
Advertising industries.

At the end of 2004 she was at the top of
the WBF Women's ranking. In 2014 she
was elected to the ACBL's Hall of Fame,
having already won seven world titles.

Seattle, Silver Cloud Hotel
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MEET THE TEAM

PLAYING FROM: BEIJING

BEIJING INTERNATIONAIL
CONVENTIONCENTER:

Zeng Peiyan was born in Shaoxing, Zhejiang. He is an important politician, a
member of the Politburo of the Communist Party of China from 2002 to 2007,
Vice Premier from 2003 to 2008, and deputy leader of the State Council Leading
Group for Informationization.

He graduated from Tsinghua University (Electronics Faculty of the Radio and
Electronics Department) and is Senior Engineer.

Following his post as Vice Premier of the State Council, he has been serving as
Chairman of the China Center for International Economic Exchanges, a think tank
with the mission of promoting international economic research and exchanges and
providing consulting service. In 2009, he also became a member of the Internatio-
nal Advisory Council of the sovereign wealth fund China Investment Corporation.

Guo Jinlong is an important Chinese politician, the Communist Party Secretary
of Beijing, and a member of the Politburo of the Communist Party of China.

Before his career in Beijing, he served as the Party Secretary of the Tibet Auto-
nomous Region between 2000 and 2004, and Party Secretary of Anhui Province
from 2004 to 2007.

He was born in Nanjing and graduated from Nanjing University Department of
Physics in 1969. He joined the Communist Party of China in 1979, and was sent
to work as a technician in Zhong County, Sichuan (later made part of Chongqing
municipality), at the local water works department. He also worked as a sports co-
ach, a propaganda instructor, and head of the county education board, before being
promoted to county governor. He then worked in the provincial agriculture research office. In 1987, he gained
his first political office, as deputy party chief of Leshan, and in 1990 he was made party chief of Leshan.

In December 1993, he left Sichuan, where he had worked for over twenty years, and headed to Lhasa to serve
as the Deputy Party Secretary of the Tibet Autonomous Region, and was promoted to become the Secretary
from 2000 to 2004. As the leading official in Tibet at the time, he played a leading role in the Qinghai-Tibet
Railway project.

He left Tibet to serve as the party chief of Anhui province in 2004, and Chairman of the Standing Committee
of Anhui People’s Congress from 2005. In the first year in Anhui he and his family conducted work from a
hotel. After the departure of Wang Qishan from his post as Mayor of Beijing, he headed north from Anhui to
take over the position as acting mayor on November 30, 2007, his appointment as Mayor being confirmed on
January 26, 2008. He served as Executive President of the Beijing Organizing Committee for the 2008 Sum-
mer Olympics. On July 3, 2012, a few months before the 18th Party Congress, he was named party chief of
Beijing. At the party congress held in November, he was elevated to the 25-member Politburo of the Communist
Party of China.

He was the alternate member of 15th CPC Central Committee and member of 16th, 17th, and 18th Central
Committees.

In 2014 he was awarded the WBF Gold Medal.
6
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Mr. Dai Jianming, WBF Life Master, CCBA 5 Star Grand Master.

Mr. Yang Lixin, WBF Life Master, CCBA 5 Star
Grand Master.

Mr. Zhang Bangxiang is a World International Ma-
ster. A member of the team that finished fifth in the
2103 Bermuda Bowl in Bali he went on to finish third in
the World Mixed Pairs in Sanya a year later.

Mrs. Gu Ling first came to prominence at the World Championships in Beijing in
1995, as a member of the team that finished fourth in the Venice Cup and has been
representing China ever since, becoming a Women World Grand Master. In 2010
she won the McConnell Trophy at the World Championships in Philadelphia.

Li Jianwei is a World Master.
He graduated from Nanjing University, majoring in computer software. Based at
the Nangang Power Bridge Club and a CCBA Grand Master, he became a member
of the China Open team this year. He learned Bridge at University, started to parti-
cipate in National Bridge tournaments in 2002. He has numerous National titles to
B his name.

Mrs. Lu Yan, professional bridge athlete from Beijing, member of China national
team. Women World Grand Master, CCBA 5 star Grand Master.
No. 28 in World Women Ranking.

Mr. Lin Rongqgiang, Chairman of Xinyuan Holding
Group.

Specially invited Vice president of CCBA, president of China Elite Bridge Contest
Council.

Through 3-year efforts, Mr. Lin successfully formed
@ China Senior Team and became a part of the team as
player and team leader. China Senior Team won the
championship in Asian Bridge Open and made to the
final eight in World Bridge Championship this year.
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Mr. Chen Yeh is a World Life Master.

He was born in Shanghai China and now lives on the island of Formosa (Taiwan),
better known as Chinese Taipei.

He graduated in architecture. He learnt to play Bridge during his university years
and immediately afterwards he decided to join the family business in manufacturing
wooden furniture which involved many business trips to Indonesia.

Around the turn of the century he decided that his two sons were ready to take
— over their father’s job as executives of the Yeh Brothers’ trading company. In the
R following years, as a consequence, he had more time available to dedicate to his

lifetime passion of playing Bridge.

Since then, he has been playing at least 50 boards per day. He has formed a team of professional players
which attends events all over the world. In 2008, he became a World Champion by winning the 1st World Mind
Sports Transnational Teams in Beijing. In 2012, he reached the semifinal of the same event in Lille. He also
enjoys playing Bridge online.

Besides being a Bridge Champion, he is also a Bridge Patron. He instituted the Yeh Bros Cup, the invitational
biennial event attended by the strongest teams in the world and enhanced by one of the highest prize pools
ever. The Yeh Bros Cup has taken place in China (five times), in Taiwan (twice) and in Australia (once). The
next edition will be played in Japan.

As a Bridge player, he prefers to play bidding systems as natural as possible. He strongly criticizes
the modern bidding gadgets, especially the relay systems used in various parts of the world. He would
say: 'If you bid like that, neither the average public nor many of the commentators will fully understand
what is going on. Bridge should also be a game for spectators and public interest but as it is nowadays,
public interest is decreasing because the experts’ game is no longer understood.'

As a consequence of his views, Mr.Yeh is even thinking about system restrictions for the future par-
ticipants in the Yeh Brothers’ Cup. Each team should play according to a prescribed, simple natural
system unless both teams at a table agree to both play “their own system.”

Shih Juei-Yu is a World Life Master, a title he gained by winning the 1st
SHlH JUEl-YU World Mind Sports Transnational Teams in Beijing in 2008.
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; _ Chen Dawei is a World International Master. A professional player, he was a
CHEN DAWEL member of the team that finished fourth in the Transnational Teams in Lille in
o 2011.

[ .

Sun Ming is another star who came to prominence at the World Championships
in Beijing in 1995, as a member of the team that finished fourth in the Venice Cup
and she has been representing China ever since, becoming a Women World Grand
Master, winning the Venice Cup in Sao Paulo in 2009 and the McConnell Trophy
at the World Championships in Philadelphia in 2010.

e |

Zhang Ya-Lan was also a member of the Chinese team that came to the fore in
Beijing in 1995. She was a member of the team that finished second in the 2003
Venice Cup in Monte Carlo. Her most recent medal came in the Transnational
Teams in Chennai in 2015.

Wang Ping is a World International Master. She was also a member of the team
that finished third in the Transnational Teams in Chennai 2015.

.,

Beijing International Convention Center
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Mrs. Lavazza, living in Turin. She is part of the Lavazza Family, the family who owns

Alberto, Marco, Antonella and Manuela — are board members of the Italian Company
that produces the well-known Lavazza coffee, that is appreciated all over the world.

Mrs. Maria Teresa Lavazza has been committed in social and humanitarian activities
for many years. Since 1997, she has been president of ADISCO Piemonte, an Italian
association that promotes and supports medical research.

She started playing bridge at 30 and immediately got into it. Since 1980 she has
been captaining the Lavazza team, one of the most winning Bridge teams in the world.
In the team she cultivated young talents, turning them into the top bridge players they
are now. Giorgio Duboin, Norberto Bocchi, Agustin Madala and many others due their success to Maria Teresa’s
disinterested love for Bridge. She has been captaining with tremendous success the Italian National Team named
as “second Blue Team”.

“The more I win, the more [ want to win” uses to say Maria Teresa. She reports that the success of her team is due
to the high level of the professionals playing into it, but also by the friendship and respect between all the members
of the crew. In 2012 she was named “Person of the Year” by the IBPA (International Bridge Press Association).

Norberto Bocchi lives in Barcelona.
NORBERTO Norberto was born in Parma. He started playing Bridge at 17 having been taught
BOCCHI by his father Aldo, a key man in the development of Bridge in the town and the
F b surrounding area. Since then, Norberto’s life has been almost entirely dedicated to
Bridge. He joined the Lavazza team when he was very young and has never left the
crew. In his youth he played tennis table and basketball at a high level. When he is
not committed to Bridge events he plays golf.

He has played many times in the Italian National team and has been instrumental
in getting Italy on the top of the podium in numerous events. The last time I counted
he had 19 major titles under his belt.

Norberto permanently occupies a premier position in the WBF World Ranking.

Emanuela Calandra lives in Turin. An avid player, she is married to Giuseppe

EMANU ELA Lavazza.
CALANDRA
-
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BE N EDI CT E Béneédicte Cronier lives in Paris. She is married to the French champion Philip-
pe Cronier. She is #2 in the Women's World Ranking. She started playing Bridge at
CRON Has@ 14. She says: “Bridge did not change my life, Bridge is my life itself®.
_ In 2013, together with her partner Sylvie Willard, she won the Sidney H. Lazard
5 ;S; - Jr‘.‘ Sportmanship Award. ‘

. These women are the epitome of grace, good manners, cheerfulness and sports-
manship, making the Bridge experience more pleasurable for everyone”, said the
Sportsmanship Committee Chairman Sidney Lazard. The secret of Bénédicte's suc-
cess is her hunger for victory.

She won the last Venice Cup in Chennai 2015, thus she is the reigning World
Champion in the Women's teams series.

GI OR GI O Giorgio Duboin lives in Turin.
Ranked #5 in the World Bridge ranking. Giorgino started playing Bridge at 13;
DU BOl N he was one of the all times best juniors. In 2008, he was the first non-American to
receive the Sidney H. Lazard Jr. Sportsmanship Award.

He started playing in the Lavazza team at 19; meanwhile, he was working as a
software developer. In 1990, Italo Santia proposed him as permanent member of
the team and he fully joined the crew. He played with Norberto Bocchi, Antonio
Sementa and Zia Mahmood in the United States. His current partner is the young
Danish talent Dennis Bilde.

Giorgino loves developing bridge conventions and is constantly thinking about
bidding sequences.

In his amazing career he has won every single possible title. He his member of the
WBEF Executive Council and of the WBF High Level Players Commission.

Agustin Madala lives in Buenos Aires.

AGUSTIN He was born in 1987 in Almagro (40 miles from Buenos Aires). His father taught
him bridge when he was 7 years old. Aged 9, he finished sixth in a local tourna-
ment. At 12, he finished 2nd in the South American Open Pairs Championship,
playing with the veteran Argentine Carlos Cabanne.

Aged 14, Agustin was asked to replace Carlos Pellegrini (who was unable to at-
tend the Championship for personal reasons) in the Argentinean open team for the
Bermuda Bowl. The team finished 15th and Madala set the record for the youngest
player who has ever attended a World Teams Championship.

[ first saw him play in the World Youth Championships in Mangaratiba, Brazil in
2001 and it was clear he was a special talent.

The following year he won the South American Championship.

In 2004, he played in his first Bridge Olympiad. Lorenzo Lauria, who won the event playing in the Italian
National Team, right after the prize giving consigned Agustin his gold medal, saying: “Keep it, because you are
going to win so many Championships that one day you will be able to give me it back.”

The dream came true in 2013, when taking advantage of his Italian origins, Agustin won the Bermuda Bowl
playing in the Italian National Team. His partner was Norberto; Lorenzo Lauria was his team mate.

Agustin has been playing in the Lavazza team since he was 19 years old. Maria Teresa Lavazza was instrumen-
tal in giving this young talent the possibility to become the World Champion that he is now.

SYLVIE Svlvie Willard lives in Paris. She is #1 in the World Women Ranking.

She was born in Trébeurden, on the coast of Brittany. She is the first born of the
W"_L ARD eight children of Nicole and Irénée Bajos de Heredia. Her mother was the first wo-
man to become an International tournament director.

All her family is strictly involved with Bridge. Sylvie started playing bridge at the
top level after graduating in Computer Science.

She is member of the WBF Executive Council and of the WBF High Level Player
Commission.

She was the first champion I ever interviewed - back in Montechoro in1993 when
she won the Mixed Teams for France. She won the last Venice Cup in Chennai
2015 and is the reigning World Champion in the Women's teams series.

In 2013, together with her partner Bénédicte Cronier she won the Sidney H. Lazard Jr. Sportmanship Award.
“These women are the epitome of grace, good manners, cheerfulness and sportsmanship, making the bridge
experience more pleasurable for everyone,” said the Sportsmanship Committee Chairman Sidney Lazard.
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CHAMPIONS ALL

Mark Horton

The Golden Boy Closed Room

West North East South
Bob Hamman has just won his thirtieth medal in Wolff Cohen Hamman Bergen
World Championship play, a record, like the 18 ma- — — — 1e%
jor golf titles amassed by Jack Nicklaus that will take Pass 10 26 3¢
some beating. 44 Pass Pass 4NT*
This is one of my favourite Hamman deals, from the Pass 50 Dble All Pass

final of the US Trials in 1985.

ANT concentrated minors
Dealer South. All Vul.

» Q62 West led a spade and declarer ruffed East’s jack,
© 1098742 cashed the ace of clubs and ruffed a club. East found
& J85 the spectacular defence of refusing to overruff! Decla-
o rer continued with a heart and East won and played a
& K1087 N AJO9543 spade. Declarer ruffed and ruffed a club with the ¢J.
© QJ3 ¥ AKbH He ruffed a heart and ruffed a club and only now did
& 43 & 1092 East overruff. He played a third spade and declarer
% KQ108 % 2 could take only eight tricks, three down, -800 and 7
o, — IMPs for Sheinwold.
¥ 6
& AKQ76
% AJ96543
Open Room
West North East South
Wold Martel Lair Stansby
— — — 1e%
Pass 19 16 20
20 Pass 44 4NT*
Pass 50 Pass Pass
Dble All Pass

2%  Good raise in spades

4ANT Concentrated minors

West led a trump and declarer won with dummy’s
jack, played a club to the ace and ruffed a club. East
overruffed and continued with the ace and king of
hearts. Declarer ruffed and ruffed a club, East over-
ruffing for a second time and playing a spade, but
declarer ruffed, drew the outstanding trump and con-
ceded a club for -500.

L VAL R

BridgeBase.com BOB HAMMAN
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The Plays the Thing

Bénédicte Cronier was another player to collect a
medal in Wroclaw - her 24th in major championships.
Prior to the World Championships she was a silver
medal winner at the European Championships in Bu-
dapest.

As | am sure you are all aware this year marks the
400th anniversary of the death of William Shake-
speare. References to cards and card play a significant
role in the Bard's writings and I can unreservedly state
that he would have revelled in the outstanding play
that took place on this deal from the match between
Poland and France in Round 7of the Women's Cham-
pionship.

Dealer West. EW Vul.

A 952

© KJ93

¢ Q87

% AJO
a7 KQ38
© Q10654 87
& AK653 1094
% 105 Q7642

A AJ10643

C A2

& J2

% K83

France led 16-14, and in the Open Room Croatia
had played in 48, recording ten tricks for +620.

tavA11n

TORINO, ITALIA,1895

A %,

tavA1L

TORINO, ITALIA,1895

(LY Y I

Closed Room

West North East South
Sarniak Cronier Baldysz ~ Willard
20 Pass Pass 26
Pass 2NT Pass 30
Pass 3NT All Pass

2%V Hearts and a minor

With a flat hand North's decision to bid 3NT was to-
tally understandable, but theoretically it was the wrong
action and gave Poland a chance to secure a last gasp
victory.

East led the nine of diamonds and when West made
the understandable error of winning with the king and
returning a diamond declarer was handed the thinnest
of lifelines.

Even so, it was apparent that only a seemingly mi-
raculous series of plays could deliver nine tricks and it
was hard to imagine that they might be found.

Declarer won the diamond return with dummy's
jack, cashed the ace of hearts and played a heart to
the nine. When that passed off peacefully, she play-
ed the jack of clubs from her hand, running it when
East followed impassively with the two. A club to the
king was followed by the ace of spades and declarer
returned to hand with the ace of clubs and exited with
the queen of diamonds. West could win and cash two
more diamonds but then had to lead into declarer's
heart tenace.

We were following the play as it happened and each
winning view was accompanied by an ever increasing
sense of incredulity and delight.

France lost an IMP, but had won the match 16-15.

To quote the Bard it was 'A dish fit for the gods'.
(Julius Caesar)

13
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Wonder Woman East found a spade lead, but declarer played dia-
monds from the top to earn 10 IMPs as England

By my count Jill Myers has won more world titles  stopped in 5e in the other room. Not unimportant
than any other woman. when you consider that the USA's winning margin
One of them came in 2013 in Bali where the USA  was 9.3 IMPs.
engaged in titanic struggle with England.
One thing all the champions contesting this event

Dealer North. None Vul. have in common is the ability to exploit the slightest
& KQ error. Take a look at this deal from the semifinal of
© AKJ7 the inaugural Zimmermann Cup:

& J4a2
d Q865 Board 14. Dealer East. None Vul.

N A109863 N J752 ® J83

¥ Q8 ¥ 1096532 ¥ 1083

& Q7 & 96 & AK1095

% J42 % 10 % 106
L ! & AQ104 N K96
© 4 ¥ Q5 © Jo64
& AK10853 & Q87 & J63
% AK973 % KQS85 % J73

® 752

Closed Room O AK72

West North East South & 42

Dhondy Campanile Senior Mevyers % A942

— INT Pass 307

Pass Jele Pass 46 In the other room East did not overcall 1e% and

Pass 4 & Pass O South was allowed to play - and make - 1NT.

All Pass

Open Room

3¢  Game forcing with both minors West North East South

4<% RKCB Duboin King Bilde McIntosh

4 1 key card — — Pass 1ot

INT Dble Pass Pass
Rdbl All Pass

In this age (or for that matter any age) of light open-
ings North's double is hardly gilt edged, but had he led
a low diamond his side would have been ahead in the
race for seven tricks.

When he tabled the ace of diamonds, the damage
was already done, but things got worse when North
continued with the ten of diamonds.

Declarer won with dummy's jack and played a heart
to the queen, followed by a club to the jack and ace.
South exited with a spade and declarer cashed four
tricks in the suit followed by the king of clubs. When
the ten appeared from North, he exited with a heart
to endplay South - two overtricks, and +960 and a
more than useful 14 IMPs.

In my next offering you get two Lavazza Stars for
the price of one and another redoubled contract - it
comes from the 2012 Italian Mixed Teams Champi-
onship.

JILL MEYERS

BridgeBase.com
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Dealer North. NS Vul. mething of an Indian Summer.' Having won the World
®» AKJS Senior Championship in Wroclaw, he then captured
© KQ643 England's most prestigious event, the Bridge Magazi-
& A732 ne Gold Cup and followed that by winning the Gold

Final of the HCL International in Delhi as a member

N 1043 97652 of the Lavazza team before returning to London to

O A7 10 commentate on this event.

& K86 109 Zia's brilliancies are too numerous to count, but like

% J10653 AQ742 so many experts he has a knack of repeatedly doing
a Q the right thing. This deal is from the first session of the
O J9852 final in Delhi:

& QJ54
% KO8 Dealer West. None Vul.
& K1087

Open Room © 984

West North East South & Q3

Nardullo Duboin Novo Lavazza L)

— 1eb* Pass 10 a5 s 9

Pass 36 Pass 44 Y A1065 @ KJ73

Pass 6V Dble Pass O KJ986 & A1074

Pass Rdbl All Pass % KJ8 % Q532

M@ AQJ6432
1e¥ Multi meaning ¥ Q2
& 52
East's double fell foul of the old Russian proverb, 't is % A9
better to travel hopefully than to arrive.' Dummy's club
void meant that twelve tricks were inevitable, +2070, Open Room
which was worth 12 IMPs against the 1430 recorded West North East South
at the other table. Zia Khokhlov  Duboin  Rudakov
1 Pass 10 16
We should not forget the commentators, especial- 3V 36 40 44
ly the mercurial Zia Mahmood, who is enjoying so- Pass Pass 50 All Pass

A virtually identical sequence in the other room led
to the same contract.

North led the king of spades and switched to a club,
South winning with the ace and returning the nine.
Declarer won with the king, cashed the king of dia-
monds and played a diamond for the queen and ace.
A club to the jack was followed by a diamond to the
ten and the queen of clubs. When South discarded it
was clear he was 7-2-2-2.

In the other room declarer decided to play North for
the queen of hearts and after a heart to the ace and
one back to the jack he was one down.

Zia, perhaps recalling the advice of Andrew Robson,
"You discover the missing cards are 3-2 and then play
for the one with the doubleton to hold the queen' start-
ed with dummy's king and brought home the game.

Of course, there was more to it than that.

If North had been looking at VQxx he would
have had two potentially useful defensive cards

‘n"Alln - and might have been less inclined to jump to

GlORGIO DUSOL]

TORINO, ITALIA,1895 3*
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